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Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation — Forty-fourth Report — “Annual Report 2010” 

Resumed from 24 February. 

Motion 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: I move — 

That the report be noted. 

I would like to make some very brief comments on this report. Report 44 is the 2010 annual report of the Joint 
Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation. In 2010 the committee presented a total of six reports to both the 
Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly. Hundreds of instruments of subsidiary legislation come 
before us, with a significant amount coming from the 139 local government authorities across Western Australia. 
The consideration of fees and charges imposed by regulations continues to occupy a significant amount of the 
committee’s time. In February 2010, the committee met with Mr Michael Barnes, Deputy Under Treasurer, and 
Mr Sean Cameron, acting executive director, strategic policy and evaluation, Department of Treasury and 
Finance. I would like to read from paragraph 5.3 of the report, on page 21, which highlights some of the 
committee’s concerns expressed in that meeting — 

The meeting provided an opportunity for the Committee to share its concerns in relation to the 
calculation of fees and charges with Department officials. Of particular concern to the Committee was 
the practice, by some government departments and agencies, of simply relying on the CPI as a 
justification to increase their fees. 

Further along, paragraph 5.6 reads — 

The Committee notes the publication of the Western Australian Auditor General’s Second Public Sector 
Performance Report 2010: Report 12 — November 2010. Of particular interest to the Committee were 
the results of the audit titled “The price is right? Setting fees and charges for government services.” 

Paragraph 5.7 reads — 

The audit found that all six agencies audited had weaknesses in their approach to setting fees and 
charges. It also found that the Department of Treasury and Finance’s guidelines and oversight of fee 
setting practice, while generally sound, can be improved in some areas. 

Paragraph 5.8 reads — 

The findings in the Auditor General’s report demonstrate the importance of the Committee’s role in 
scrutinising government fees and charges to ensure that fee increases are authorised and that no over 
recovery occurs. 

The audit has made the committee aware that a proper costing methodology needs to be put in place. I note the 
committee is now focusing on ensuring that proper costing methodology is being used by all government 
departments. 

I said I would be brief, so in conclusion I want to note that there are eight members on this committee, four from 
the upper house and four from the lower house, and we have a number of legal advisory officers. I would like to 
put on record the huge workload these officers manage to get through every week, and thank them for the 
thoroughness of their work. 

Question put and passed. 
 


